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Mr. Larry Ferguson, President
Hitchcock County School Board
312 W. 3'*^ Street
P.O. Box 368

Trenton, NE 69044

Dear Mr. Ferguson:

As you know, the Nebraska Auditor of Public Accounts (APA) received questions and concerns
regarding certain financial matters involving the Hitchcock County School District (District).
The APA began limited preliminary planning work to determine if a full financial audit or
attestation would be warranted. Pursuant thereto, the APA requested certain financial
information from Mr. Michael Apple, District Superintendent.

Based upon the outcome of this preliminary planning work, the APA has determined that a
separate financial audit or attestation of the Hitchcock County School District is unnecessary at
this time. However, during the course of the preliminary planning work, we noted certain
internal control or compliance matters, or other operational matters within the District, that are
presented below. The following comments and recommendations, which have been discussed
with management, are intended to improve intemal controls or result in other operational
efficiencies.

Our consideration of intemal control was for the limited purpose described above and was not
designed to identify all deficiencies in intemal control that might be material weaknesses or
significant deficiencies. Therefore, material weaknesses or significant deficiencies may exist
that were not identified.

Draft copies of this letter were fumished to the Hitchcock County School Board to provide its
members with an opportunity to review and respond to the comments and recommendations
herein. The Hitchcock County School Board's responses are included below.

Comments and Recommendations

L Purchase of Golf Clubs

A variety of golf clubs were purchased online, tax exempt, by the District Superintendent, who
also fulfills the role of golf coach, using the District credit card from Taylor Made Golf
Company, Inc., on April 4 and April 15, 2014, totaling $717.93.














